It has now been about 5 years since the Journal of Software:
development. The journal meanwhile is also doing well. The number of submissions has grown over the years; in 2016, we received 10% more papers than in 2015 and 45% more than in 2012. As the number of submissions increases, so does the variety of topics and the geographical provenance: in 2016, we received submissions from 58 countries, giving the journal a truly international flavour. The quality of submissions has improved, too. In 2016, the acceptance rate has been 31%, while it was 28% in 2015. Timely decisions and qualified reviews are a key to attracting good submissions. In 2016, the average time for deciding a paper was less than 60 days compared with 80 days in 2012, which represents a point of strength of the journal.
Peer review is the critical means by which content quality is maintained in, and we are always looking for qualified persons to serve as peer reviewers. The journal has an editorial board composed of members with a diverse range of substantive research interests and theoretical and methodological background. We would like to express our deepest appreciation for the fine work that our editorial board and reviewers do. Finally, we would like to thank all the experts who served as reviewers for papers submitted to the journal during 2016: thank you for your selfless dedication and invaluable help in the peer-review process.
We are starting a new program of appreciation for editorial board members that consistently provide high-quality reviews in a timely fashion and informed and balanced recommendations for the papers they handled as associate editors. The decisions for this program are made on the basis of the statistics provided by the manuscript management system and our own assessment of the quality of the review reports and the feedback provided for authors. We are proud to announce the winners for 2016: Mark Harman, Massimiliano di Penta, and Miklós Biró. We are indebted to you for donating your time and energy to the peer-review process. Your efforts help to make the journal a success.
Quality is a "no compromise" issue for us. Of course, quality means rejecting bad papers, but it also entails attracting good papers, and this is why we are developing strategies to appeal to the best papers and authors. As part of these strategies, we are promoting thematic special issues on specific topics, and we are introducing new paper categories, including analytical, empirical, technological, methodological, practice, standards, and perspective. For perspective papers, in which the main contribution is a novel perspective on the field as a whole, or part thereof, we are inviting leading software engineering researchers and practitioners to provide their contribution, including assessments of the current state of the art and achievements, framing of an important problem, forward-looking thought pieces, connections to other disciplines, and historical perspectives. 
